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the manner of the action taken in India.1 I recognize my limita-
tions; my acquaintance with financial matters is of a very ele-
mentary type. I must, therefore, leave the merits to the Congress
experts for examination. But what pains me is the fact that the
decision in India was taken over the heads of the Legislatures, such
as they are, and that especially when, in this place, we are expected
to contemplate an early establishment of full responsible government.
This step taken by the Government of India is striking and, in my
humble opinion, unmistakable proof of the unbending and unbend-
able attitude of the Government of India. Evidently, on matters
of the most vital importance to the nation, we are not yet consi-
dered fit to be consulted, much less to decide what is good for
us. This is a view I must repudiate with all the strength I can
command; and, in the circumstances, so far as the Congress is
concerned, I am sorry I am unable to give the support which the
Secretary of State asks for the measures taken in India.

Indian Round Table Conference  (Second Session).  Proceedings of Federal Structure
Committee and Minorities Committee, Vol   I, pp. 278-79

31.   LETTER TO "MANCHESTER GUARDIAN'9

LONDON,
September 23, 1931

SIR,

My attention has been called to a letter in the Manchester
Guardian of Monday, September 21, calling attention to some
stamps which had printed on them the words "Boycott British
goods". If such stamps have been employed by any Congress autho-
rity after the agreement of March 5,1931, they are clearly contrary
to that agreement, which declares that only an economic boycott
should be permissible in future. But such stamps were undoubtedly
used during the struggle before the agreement was reached.
The stamps in question could not have been used after the agree-
ment. Whenever I have found a breach of the agreement, I
have immediately done all in my power to stop it.

Yours> etc ,
M. K. GANDHI

The Manchester Guardian,   26-9-1931

1 In the wake of a financial crisis the Government of India had announ-
ced, on September 21, their decision to abandon the gold standard. An Ordinance
was issued relieving the Government from their obligation under the Currency
Act to sell gold or sterling and the three days from September 22 to 24 were
declared public holidays India in 1931-32
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